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Published by News & Information Services

•••

Study examines nurse work hours and drowsy driving
More than 100,000 automobile accidents each year are attributed to falling asleep behind the wheel. A new study, co-authored by Linda Scott,
professor of nursing and director of the Bachelor of Science in Nursing
program at Grand Valley, found that nurses who work extended hours,
work at night or obtain less sleep are more likely to experience a drowsy
driving episode.
The national study examined 895 nurses over a four-week period. The
full-time hospital staff nurses completed log books on a daily basis.
The study found that the majority of the reported 281 episodes of motor
vehicle crashes/near-motor vehicle crashes occurred following shifts that
exceeded 12.5 hours or shifts that were completed at night. Of the 171
nurses who only worked night shifts, 79 .5 percent reported at least one
episode of drowsy driving.
"Nurses who work at night are four times more likely to experience a
drowsy driving episode," said Scott. "In addition , the risk of crashes
almost doubles for drivers working night shifts that exceed 12.5 hours in
length."
Almost two-thirds of the nurses reported struggling to stay awake at
work at least once, and the study found that the likelihood of drowsy

Across Campus
Commons renovation
project approved

driving tripled when nurses experienced
on-the-job sleepiness. Sixty-six percent,
or nearly 600 of the nurses, reported at
least one episode of drowsy driving and
30 nurses reported experiencing drowsy
driving following every shift worked. On
average , nurses reported experiencing
an episode of drowsy driving one out of
every four shifts worked.
"Fatigued nurses put themselves and the
public at risk when driving," said Scott.
"Nurses should be particularly careful
Linda Scott
driving home from work or consider
taking a short nap at the end of their shift
before attempting to drive home to minimize drowsy driving episodes ."
The study was led by Ann E. Rogers , associate professor of Nursing
at the University of Pennsylvania. Scott and Rogers worked together
on a former study linking extended work shifts by hospital nurses to
an increase in hospital errors . Their research on nurse work hours and
patient safety has received national attention.

···-------------------------tect and engineer. Completion of the renovations is scheduled for August 2008.

Renovations on the lower level of the
Commons will begin in May 2008. Grand
Valley's Board of Trustees approved the $2.4
million project at their December 11 meeting.

"Schools operated by National Heritage
Academies have demonstrated the ability to lead in student achievement," said Ed
Richardson, special assistant for Charter
Schools at Grand Valley. "We look forward to
another successful school."

The project will provide a new facility that is
better able to satisfy the more sophisticated
needs of students, according to James Moyer,
assistant vice president for Facilities Planning.
"The expansion will allow for the complete
overhaul of the food venues to provide a
brand lineup that gives the best mix of meal
exchange options, equipment reuse, layout
flexibility and menu popularity," Moyer said.
The renovation will also add a new public
elevator and improvements to the existing
restrooms to increase compliance with the
American Disabilities Act. Work will also correct deferred maintenance items in electrical,
heating and air conditioning systems.
Pioneer Construction will manage the project
and Design Plus will serve as the project archi-
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The school, intended to be K-8, is expected
to draw a total of 680 students from the
Roseville, Eastpointe and Detroit areas.

Reach Charter Academy will be the 29th charter school authorized by Grand Valley.
The Commons building, on GVSU's Allendale
Campus will be undergoing renovations.

New charter school to
open in fall 2008
Grand Valley has authorized the opening of a
new charter school. A seven-year contract was
approved by the Board of Trustees for Reach
Charter Academy. The school will be located
in Roseville, Michigan, and will open in fall
2008.

New support services help
disabled students
Disability Support Services has a new online
Test Accommodation Form as well as a new
online scanned textbook form for DSS participants to use.
The online Test Accommodation Form allows
qualifying students to complete a form and
submit it to their professors from any location
with online access. Faculty will receive an
continued on page 2
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continued from page 1
e-mail requesting them to complete the form and submit. Once submitted,
it is routed via e-mail to the testing coordinator's office for coordinating
arrangements. The online Test Accommodation Form replaces the paper
forms that were previously used.
The scanned textbook form will allow students who qualify for textbooks
in alternative format to inform DSS of their textbook requests online.
Participants will fill out a Web form to request scanned textbooks rather
than call the office. The form will be located on the Disability Support
Services Web site, www.gvsu.edu/dss, in the Assistive Technology
section. For more information , contact DSS at x12490.

GVSU and Alcoa Foundation provide
funding for Fruitport FIRST Robotics team
GVSU and the Alcoa Foundation presented a $7,000 check to the FIRST
Robotics team of
Fruitport High
School. A formal presentation and acceptance of the funding
took place during a
school board meeting
for Fruitport Schools
on November 28 .
The funding will
help the team to pay
its entry fees for
the West Michigan
regional competition
and to purchase their
materials kit.

Left to right: John Huebler, GVSU; Paul
Piatkowski, GVSU; Amy Heisser, Howmet
Castings an Alcoa Business; Kathleen SteudleSchwander, Fruitport High School; Nicholas
Ceglarek, Fruitport Public Schools.
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"It seems as if we are good to go for the start of our season," said
Kathleen Steudle-Schwander, architecture and engineering teacher at
Fruitport High School. "We are very excited yet nervous."
In attendance was Amy Heisser of Howmet Castings, an Alcoa Business,
Steudle-Schwander and Paul Plotkowski, dean of the Seymour and Esther
Padnos College of Engineering and Computing. Herman Miller also
donated to the team.

SBTDC honored by Governor
Gov. Jennifer Granholm and the Michigan Economic Development Corp.
honored the Michigan Small Business and
Technology Development Center network
- which is headquartered at Grand Valley
State University - for its work in diversifying Michigan's economy.
The SBTDC was presented with the
Outstanding Diversification Achievement
Non-Profit Economic Development Partner
award. The awards were presented during
the Michigan Diversification Celebration
held at the state Capitol in Lansing.
"The SBTDC could not be a more deserving recipient of this award. The MEDC
Carol Lopucki
depends on the SBTDC to be its outreach to
the state's small business and entrepreneurial community," said Penny
Stump, director of business services for the MEDC. "As MEDC's strategic service partner, the network offers counseling, training and general
support to more than 14,000 new ventures, small companies and entrepreneurs each year. The MEDC views the SBTDC network as its grass roots
support to companies who are building Michigan's new economy. We
could not do it without them."
continued on page 3
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What·s ahead

Holiday carillon concerts
Grand Valley
State University
Carilloneur Julianne
Vanden Wyngaard
will perform free holiday carillon concerts
on the Pew Grand
Rapids Campus.
A pre-Christmas
Eve carillon concert
is planned at the
Beckering Family
Carillon, West Fulton
Street at Mount
Vernon Avenue, on
Julianne Vanden Wyngaard
Grand Valley's Pew
Campus on Sunday, December 23, at 12:15 p.m.
Also planned at the Beckering Family Carillon is
the traditional Christmas Eve concert on Monday,
December 24, at 9:30 p.m.
For more information call x13484 or visit the department Web site at www.gvsu .edu/music.

Community Reading Project
events set
The 2008 Community Reading Project has planned a
number of campus events and discussion groups during winter semester in conjunction with the selected
book, The Glass Castle, a memoir by Jeannette
Walls.
The intent of the project is to promote diversity,
inclusion, insight and understanding through dialogue
and events surrounding relevant themes in the book.
A complete list of discussion group dates, locations
and times can be found at www.gvsu.edu/cois/crp.
Hallmark events are noted below.
Thursday, January 17
7-8:30 p.m., Grand River Room, KC
Felice Yeskel, Learning through Memoirs: A Primer
for The Glass Castle.
Wednesday, March 19
4-5:30 p.m., 250 KC
The 2008 Community Reading Lecture by Jeannette
Walls, author of The Glass Castle.
Wednesday, April 2
3:30-5:30 p.m., Pere Marquette Room, KC
The William Interdisciplinary Colloquium on the
Community Reading Project
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continued from page 2
Carol Lopucki, state director of the SBTDC, said she's proud the network
was recognized for its work in growing Michigan's entrepreneurs.
"The SBTDC has been a partner of the State of Michigan for five years in
its effort to transform the state's economy from reliance upon manufacturing to diversification in areas of life sciences , homeland security, alternative energy, and advanced manufacturing," Lopucki said. "This translates
to one-to-one assistance for innovators who are commercializing technologies ."
The Michigan Small Business & Technology Development Center provides counseling, training , research and advocacy for new ventures, existing small businesses and innovative technology companies. With offices
statewide, the MI-SBTDC impacts the economy by strengthening existing
companies, creating new jobs , retaining existing jobs , and assisting companies in defining their path to success .
The state headquarters is located at Grand Valley State University
within the Seidman College of Business. It supports 12 regional offices
and over 30 satellite offices, each providing counseling and training
to small business owners and entrepreneurs throughout the 83 counties in Michigan through a cooperative agreement with the U .S. Small
Business Administration and a partnership with the Michigan Economic
Development Corporation.

Theatre cast and director honored
Hannah Gaff, a Grand Valley senior with a double major in theatre and
classics, will receive a Certificate of Merit from the American College
Theatre Festival/Kennedy Center. The
award recognizes her directorial staging,
in December, of "The Furies," a transadaption of the Greek myth "Oresteia." As a
Student Summer Scholar Gaff worked on
research for this play, which she wrote with
members of a workshop she conducted on
physical theatre techniques. Also a member of Honors College and a Shakespeare
scholar, Gaff will receive her award at the
regional ACTF/KC Festival in Milwaukee
in January.
Grand Valley will send 18 students to
Hannah Gaff
the regional festival to compete in acting, directing, and design competitions.
The School of Communications supports,
in part, their travel and involvement with the Festival. The cast of Grand
Valley's "Turtle Island Blues," produced in November, will also receive
a Meritorious Achievement Award for their work in staging the Native
American rituals in that play.

"This is a very important event for the coalition," said Imad Mahawili ,
executive director of MAREC . "The objective is to look at the economics
of energy and see how West Michigan can continue to develop alternative
and renewable energy technologies. We'll look at how we can make that
transition, and what West Michigan 's strengths and weaknesses are."
An analysis conducted by Rich Polich of Energy Options and Solutions
consulting group found that West Michigan has the leadership , assets and
collaborative partners required to develop this alternative energy cluster.
He also found that West Michigan has the regional manufacturing supply
chain expertise and capacity required of a nationally and internationally
competitive cluster with an estimated national market value of $160 billion over the next 10 years. The industry is expected to create more than
850,000 new jobs during this same period of time.
The event is December 18 from 8-11 a.m . To RSVP, call Tedd Parsons at
(616) 356-6060.

Grad students and faculty members
honored
The following graduate students and faculty members were honored
for their achievements by the office of Graduate Studies and Grants
Administration and the Professional Students Association.

Outstanding Master's Thesis in a Major
Nichol DeMol , Biology
Stephen Johnson, Communications
Outstanding Service to the Community
Linda Miskovetz Falstad, Public Administration
Excellence in Leadership & Service to GVSU
Anthony B. Phillips, Public Administration
Faculty Mentor Awards
William Crawley, Criminal Justice - nominated by Lisa Dopke
Carl Ruetz III, Biology - nominated by Matthew Breen

Professor awarded for restoring
aquatic resources in the Manistee River

The mission of the American College Theater Festival is to identify and
promote quality in college-level theater productions . Grand Valley participates with associate productions, which are visited by regional Kennedy
Center/ACTF representatives who adjudicate the plays and provide feedback. In addition, students are selected to be eligible for awards, scholarships , and special grants for actors, playwrights, designers, and critics at
both the regional and national levels. Last year more than 1,000 productions and 19,000 students were entered in the festival nationwide.

Conference details how Alternative
Energy helps West Michigan economy
A coalition of area leaders will gather at Grand Valley State University's
Michigan Alternative and Renewable Energy Center on December 18 to
discuss a new study on West Michigan 's burgeoning alternative energy
industry. That study shows that West Michigan could capture $800 million
of new investment and create 4 ,250 new jobs in the alternative enerrgy
sector over a five-year period.
The Right Place, Inc . and West Michigan Strategic Alliance along with its
other partners commissioned the study to assess the potential economic
benefits to the region resulting from the growth occurring in the alternative and renewable energy sector.

Eric Snyder, assistant professor of biology, recently won an Eastern
Region Honor Award from the U.S. Forest Service. The award was
for collaborative work restoring aquatic resources in the Manistee
River watershed. GVSU grad student Jason DeBoer, front row
center, is pictured with other project team members from the Little
River Band of Ottawa Indians, U.S. Forest Service, Environmental
Protection Agency, and Northern Environmental. Other contributors to the project, which took four years, include U.S. Fish and
Wildlife Service, Great Lakes Fisheries Trust, Lower Manistee
River Partnership, Bear Creek Watershed Association, Conservation
Resource Alliance and numerous universities .
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ALENDAR OF VENTS
General events

Thurs., Dec. 20

Sun., Dec. 23

Mon., Dec. 17

7:30 a.m.: Toastmasters. UClub. Call xl 7337 for
more information .

2:30 p.m.: Job Board Training. 106 STU. Call
x13238 for more information.

10 a.m.: Job Board Training . 113A DEV. Call
x13238 for more information.

12: 15 p.m.: Holiday Carillon Concert by
Julianne Vanden Wyngaard. Carillon Tower,
Pew Campus. Call x13484 for more information.

2:30 p.m.: Job Board Training. 106 STU. Call
x13238 for more information .

Sports

Tues., Dec. 18
2:30 p.m.: Job Board Training. 106 STU. Call
x13238 for more information.

4:30 p.m.: Thursdays W/U. UClub. Call x16620
for more information.

Mon., Dec. 17
7 p .m.: Men's Basketball Hosts Rochester
College .

Wed., Dec. 19

Fri., Dec. 21

Noon: Toastmasters. 201 KC. Call x12204 for
more information.

10 a.m.: Job Board Training. 106 STU. Call
x13238 for more information.

Fri., Dec. 21
7 p.m.: Men's Basketball Hosts Aquinas College.

--------------------------•••-------------------------Faculty and Staff Sketches
In the news

Roger Moiles , adjunct professor of political
science, was interviewed by WOOD- 1300 for a
reaction to the Republican YouTube debate.
Kevin den Dulk, associate professor of political
science, was interviewed by The Washington Post
about the increasing activism of Christian legal
groups .

Sketches
Peimin Ni, professor of philosophy and East
Asian studies , was invited by UNESCO to be
a keynote speaker at the European Science
Foundation Conference on "Pathways of
Human Dignity" in Sweden. His speech was
titled "Human Dignity as an Achievement - A
Confucian Approach." Ni was also invited to
speak at the conference on "Retrospection and
Prediction of Sino-West Cultural Exchange,"
sponsored by Christianity and China Research
Center in Los Angeles , Calif. The title of his presentation was "Confucian ' Rectifying Names' in
the Contect of Christian-Confucian Dialogue."
Kevin den Dulk, associate professor of political science, presented a paper on "Religion and
Diffuse Support" at the Society for the Scientific
Study in Tampa, Fla., in November.

Three WGVU productions received Media
Achievement Awards. Coast Guard Festival
Highlights 2007 and High Gear 2007 both
received Awards of Distinction. Battle Creek:
Celebrating Flight 2007 received an Award of
Excellence.
John Kilbourne and Elizabeth Kilbourne,
professors of movement science, presented
"Building Bridges Using Education and
Performance: The Canadian Arctic" at The
Association for Canadian Studies in the United
States Conference in Toronto , Canada.
Alan Steinman , director of the Annis Water
Resources Institute, along with AWRl co-authors
Bopi Biddanda, Xuefeng Chu, Kurt Thompson,
and Rick Rediske recently published the paper
titled "Environmental Analysis of Groundwater

in Mecosta County, Michigan" in The Journal of
Environmental Monitoring and Assessment.
Carl Ruetz, assistant professor at the Annis
Water Resources Institute, co-wrote an article
with a student entitled, "Evaluating passive
integrated transponder tags for tracking movements of round gobies ," published in Ecology of
Freshwater Fish .
Pablo A. Llerandi-Roman, assistant professor
of geoscience education and geology, presented
a paper, "Addressing the geoenvironmental
and sociocultural contexts in constructivist
field-based geoscience teacher education," during a session on Aspects of Effective Teacher
Professional Development Programs in the
Earth Sciences at the annual conference of the
Geological Society of America in Denver, Colo.
Joel Stillerman, assistant professor of sociology and director of Latin American studies,
gave presentations on the topic of "Geography
and social protest among Chilean metalworkers, 1945-2005," at the American Sociological
Association annual meeting, the Latin American
Studies Association congress and the Michigan
State University Center for Latin American and
Caribbean Studies seminar series. Stillerman
was also recognized at a ceremony held at the
LASA congress and participated in a roundtable
discussioin on "Sweatshops , Globalization and
Labor" at the North American Labor History
Conference.
Yvette Fuentes, assistant professor of Spanish,
presented a paper entitled "The Three Origins:
The Cuban Ajiaco and Chinese Cuban Voices
in the Narrative of Mayra Montero and Daina
Chaviano" at The Asian Experience in the
Caribbean and the Guyanas conference at the
University of Miami , Coral Gables, Fla.
Valerie V. Peterson, associate professor of communications , responded to competitively selected
papers on the panel "Segregation, Reconciliation
and the New White Power Movements," organized by the American Studies Division and
presented at the 2007 National Communication
Association Convention in Chicago, Ill.

Bopi Biddanda, research scientist at the Annis
Water Resources Institute, has been appointed to
serve a three-year term on the editorial board of
the Journal of Plankton Research , published by
the Oxford University Press .
Mary Schutten, associate professor of movement science, presented a program entitled
"Fabulous Fitness Fun," at two different times
during the Michigan Alliance of Health, Physical
Education, Recreation and Dance annual conference. GVSU students Cari Hart, Emily Nelson ,
Sarah Lipa and Katie Matuzsak were contributors to the session.
Scott Rood, instructor in hospitality and tourism management, recently attended the 27th
annual conference of the Resort and Commercial
Recreation Association at the Atlantis Resort in
Nassau, Bahamas. He presented a paper, "Adding
Importance Performance Analysis to Commercial
Recreation Mystery Shopping," and was selected
by the association to co-chair the research symposium for the 2008 annual conference.
John Reifel, associate dean of the Seidman
College of Business , co-authored an article
with Paul Thorsnes titled "Tiebout Dynamics:
Neighborhood Response to a Central-City/
Suburban House-Price Differential" that was
published in the October 2007 issue of the
Journal of Regional Science.
Susan Mendoza-Jones , director of integrative learning of the College of Interdisciplinary
Studies, presented "Xers and Millenials:
Understanding and Negotiating Generational
Differences in the Workplace," for the Lake
Michigan College Diversity Series .
Craig Benjamin, assistant professor of history,
presented a paper entitled "History of World
History as a Pedagogical Tool for Teachers"
at the National Council for the Social Studies
Conference in San Diego.
Glenna Decker , instructional designer from
Academic Computing, and Sarah Cox, adjunct
faculty for the College of Education, had an article entitled "What do Students Say about Online
Discussion?" published in Online Classroom.

